Dissection of Manga for beginners 

One page article.

Header.

Intro, description and then 4 Illustrations by: Tasvisha Wolfgarth-Simons

Each illustration features several call outs with explanations and facts.

MANGA: 

Pronounced: MON-gah 

(Not to be confused with Mangia-- the Italian word for "eat".
Literally translated from the Japanese word for “random or whimsical pictures” which is used in reference to comics and print cartoons (as apposed to Animation which is called Anime in Japan). . If the Manga was produced in Japan, the Panels and pages are typically read from right to left, consistent with traditional Japanese writing (Usually a book will warn you about this on the first --or last page).

The following scene is filled with examples of elements that tend to distinguish Manga from other forms of comics. 

Possible scene description:

Panel 1. 

Brother barges into sisters room “mom says you have to clean this pig sty” (there are tons of scattered manga digests spread all over the floor) interrupting her as she is lying on the floor having fallen asleep reading. Sister is wearing a Naruto headband. There should be lots of Otaku/fandom toys and posters about as well. 

Panel 2

Brother explains how its embarrassing to have a sister who reads strange books that are read backwards and have foreign sounding names etc. Sister is clearly insulted and fuming.

Panel 3

 Sister dramatically kicks him out of her room (speed lines).

Panel 4

Caption: Later:

We see a chibi version of brother hugging some old superhero and funny animal comics  from his secret collection (long box filled with comic in plastic)

CALL OUTS (pointing to elements from the 4-panel sequence):

1. Art work is usually in black and white but compensated with lots of, Abstract background effects:, elaborate hatching patterns, and textures added to the hand drawn artwork by computer.
2. Large eyes and unusual hairstyles are commonplace in manga character designs.  ** Could use some facts explaining reason this came into being?

3.  Exaggeration, a huge part of Manga. Even in the most serious or mature stories, characters will exaggerate their expressions and physical body language in the rubbery tradition of Bugs Bunny and Spongebob Squarepants cartoons. 

4. Used to convey embarrassment, a character will suddenly shrink and become chibi or super-deformed, meaning they given child-like features (large head, small body) and stubby limbs (like the PowerPuff Girls).

5. Snot bubbles, are often used to indicate a character is sleeping!

6.  Sweat drops, usually drawn on the head, indicates bewilderment, nervousness and mental weariness. (Actual physical perspiration in manga is signified by even distribution of sweat drops over the body.)

7. A round swelling, sometimes drawn to the size of baseballs, is a visual exaggeration of swelling from injury.

8. Throbbing veins, usually depicted as a cruciform in the upper head region, indicates anger or irritation.

9.  Speed lines: Often in action sequences, the background will possess an overlay of neatly ruled lines to portray direction of movements. 

