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______________________________________________________

MANGA: 

Noun

Pronounced:  mahn-ga   (***fact check!)

(Not to be confused with Mangia-- the Italian word for "eat".)
Literally translated from the Japanese word for “random or whimsical pictures,” which is used in reference to comics and print cartoons (as apposed to animation, which is called Anime in Japan). If the Manga was produced in Japan, the panels and pages are typically read from right to left, consistent with traditional Japanese writing (usually a book will warn you about this on the first --or last page).

The following scene is filled with examples of elements that tend to distinguish Manga from other forms of comics. 

Possible scene description:

(This just an idea. I think Tavisha could help create a story that better uses more of the Manga symbols and iconography)

**The story would read Right to Left in the syle of most Manga. (an include a note about that)

Panel 1. 

Brother barges into sister’s room. “Mom says you have to clean this pig sty,” he says (there are tons of scattered manga digests spread all over the floor), interrupting her as she is lying on the floor having fallen asleep reading. Sister is wearing a Naruto headband. There should be lots of signs of super-fandom like Hello-Kitty toys and posters around the room as well. 

Panel 2

Brother explains how it’s embarrassing to have a sister who reads strange books that are read backwards and have foreign sounding names, etc. Sister is clearly insulted and fuming.

Panel 3

 Sister dramatically kicks him out of her room (speed lines).

Panel 4

Caption: Later:

We see a chibi version of brother hugging some old superhero and funny animal comics from his secret collection (long box filled with comic in plastic).

CALL OUTS (pointing to elements from the 4-panel sequence):

1. Art work is usually in black and white but filled in and made interesting with lots of abstract background effects : elaborate hatching patterns, and textures added to the hand-drawn artwork by computer.
2. Large eyes and unusual hairstyles are commonplace in manga character designs. Eye shapes and sizes represent the character’s personality. The bigger the eyes, the more beautiful or innocent they are meant to be. Smaller eyes typically represent coldness and/or evil.
3.  Exaggeration is a huge part of Manga. Even in the most serious or mature stories, characters will exaggerate their expressions and physical body language in the rubbery tradition of Bugs Bunny and Spongebob Squarepants cartoons. 

4. Used to convey embarrassment, or to express the true nature of the character, they will suddenly shrink and become chibi or super-deformed, meaning they are given child-like features (large head, small body) and stubby limbs (like the PowerPuff Girls).

(The person may lie, but a chibi may say the truth within the individual's mind)
5. Snot bubbles, are often used to indicate a character is sleeping!

6.  Sweat drops, usually drawn on the head, indicates bewilderment, nervousness and mental weariness. (Actual physical perspiration in manga is signified by even distribution of sweat drops over the body.)

7. A round swelling, sometimes drawn to the size of baseballs, is a visual exaggeration of swelling from injury.

8. Throbbing veins, usually depicted as a cross shape in the upper head region, indicates anger or irritation.

9.  Speed lines: Often in action sequences, the background will possess an overlay of neatly ruled lines to portray direction of movement. 

10. A cat mouth (like a number '3' on its back) replacing the character's normal mouth, and usually accompanied by larger eyes, may also represent mischief or feistiness.

11. Normal eyes replaced with circular white eyes (usually with a black

outline): Indicates surprise, shock, vacancy, a lack of intelligence

or an instance where the character is "struck dumb".  (this often is

accompanied by a rectangular mouth that extends down past the jaw)

Other possibilities:

Disappearing facial details? Often an artist will leave out eyes, noses and even mouths.

A fang peeking from the corner of the mouth indicates mischief or feistiness. (Unless, of course, the character has fangs normally).
- Character turns into a cracked stone statue or a sand pillar (having

part of the body being blown away), indicating great emotional shock.

- Sakura(Cherry) blossoms indicate a sweet or beautiful moment.
*If there was room, it would be nice to do a side bar on other things that seem “strange” about Manga. 

OR a side bar about how there are many different types of Manga:

Josei (or redikomi) women’s manga

Kodomo children manga

Seinen men manga

Shōjo young and teenage girls manga

Shōnen young and teenage boys manga
