Avatar DVD Comic: Chapter 3/Disk 3 (6-pages): 10/21 draft

“Divided We Fall: Part 3”
Page One

Panel 1. Splash panel, very similar to the final panel of the previous chapter.

Katara and Sokka are standing in a patch of forest. It isn’t a particularly dense area, but there are enough trees in the background for the readers to figure it out. (Note, there’s a hut here, as well, but it won’t be revealed till panel two.) It’s still daytime, by the way. Sokka is sitting on the ground, cradling or carefully rubbing his left arm, which was broken during the fall from Appa. Katara stands beside him. They’re almost back-to-back, in a defensive stance -- because they’re surrounded by four dangerous-looking thieves -- but Sokka is smiling an exaggerated, nervous smile. 

About the thieves (their names don’t really matter, aside from helping identify them for editorial purposes). All are dressed in Earth Nation-style clothing, although none of them are benders. Specifically, they are: 

#1: Roopie. Tall, lanky, and always smiling, but has no front teeth. He’s holding the group’s supply bag (see link: http://avatarspirit.net/items.php). 

#2: Juno. A short, stocky guy with a scar running across his face from cheek to cheek (over the bridge of his nose). He’s holding Sokka’s machete/Water Tribe club (see link: http://www.avatarspirit.net/images/screenshots/216/067.jpg). 

#3: Kang-Yun. A teenage girl, average height. Tough kid. Her head is shaved bald, and she wears an eyepatch. She’s the leader of the group and is holding Sokka’s boomerang, slapping it into the palm of one hand like a mean teacher with a ruler.

#4: Yoo-Li. The oldest (in his 20s) and the dumbest. He wears his long hair tied in a ponytail atop his head. His clothes don’t fit him properly (high pants and oversized shirt), he’s barefoot, and rather than holding a weapon, he’s eating a piece of fruit. He looks somewhat befuddled by this whole episode.

1) Sokka: Um…hey guys. You’re…ah…not gonna believe this, but we just fell from the SKY and--

Panel 2. Juno steps forward, intensely approaching Sokka with the machete. He’s NOT pointing at Juno, so much as holding it sideways and looking threatening. With his other hand, he’s gesturing behind him. We see, in the very near background, a small straw hut with a big dent in the roof. Sokka looks fearful. Kang-Yun holds up the boomerang with one hand, and “presents” it with her free one -- like an evil, bald Vanna White. Her eyes are on her “captives.”

2) Juno: Yeah, Skinny Boy. You BOUNCED off my HUT!

3) Kang-Yun: Wait, Juno. These two might be fun to PLAY with. After all, they did drop in with these nifty TOYS.

4) Juno: Did you drop in with any nifty MONEY?
Panel 3. Katara isn’t standing for this nonsense. Sokka, though behind Katara, has turned his head so we can see him over her shoulder when he speaks. 

5) Katara: Look, you’ve got our stuff. Give it back and we’ll move on.

6) Sokka: Yeah. Give it back and nobody gets hurt. 

7) Sokka: Hopefully…?

Page Two

Panel 1. Wide shot. Roopie (the tall guy) is beside Juno (the machete guy) and is trying to intimidate Sokka, leaning in and poking him in his bad arm. Remember, Roopie always smiles. Katara is turning around (her whole body) to face them, raising a hand as she prepares to bend (she hasn’t lost her water pouch). Maybe we can even see some water start to leave the pouch, but not enough for anyone to notice.

1) Sokka: YOWCH! That hurts!

2) Katara: Leave him alone you oversized ELBOW LEECH!

3) Roopie: Oooo...is he gonna take us down?
Panel 2. Kang-Yun has grabbed Katara by the wrist and is pulling her raised arm backwards. This is just irritating Katara in a major fashion. Whatever water was bending out of the pouch has called it quits -- for now.

4) Katara: HEY!

5) Kang-Yun: You wanna watch the attitude, honey. Now…coins, cash, and  we can all leave happy. You MIGHT even leave in one piece.
Panel 3. Different angle. Katara and Sokka. (Katara is still being held by the wrist, so if we see Kang-Yun, or just part of her, that’s okay.)

6) Katara: Sokka, you broke your arm when we fell, but how are your legs?

7) Sokka: Actually, I’ve never been crazy about my knees. They’re a little knobby, and--

Panel 4. Kang-Yun is forced to let go of Katara, as Katara is bending a nice-sized puddle of water out of her pouch and directly into Kang-Yun’s face.

8) SFX: SPLASH

9) Katara: Run now, talk later!

10) Kang-Yun: Splurg!!

Page Three

Panel 1. Big overhead shot of Katara and Sokka plowing their way past the gang. All look befuddled. Roopie (still smiling) is pointing after them. Juno is just watching, eyes wide. Kang-Yun is furious, waving a fist in the air. Yoo-Li (the dumb one) is offering her his fruit.

1) Roopie: She’s a BENDER!

2) Kang-Yun: Don’t just STAND there--get them!

3) Yoo-Li: Want some fruit?

Panel 2. Katara and Sokka are running side by side, from one side of the panel to the other. 

4) Sokka: This is going well. 

5) Katara: You think?

Panel 3. The gang is rushing toward the readers in an action pose, with Kang-Yun is in the front, still carrying the boomerang. Juno is wielding the machete. Crazy, smiling Roopie, still carrying the supply bag, is waving his fists over his head like a happy savage. Yoo-Li is brandishing a strawberry colored banana-like piece of fruit in his hand (a banana-berry?), holding it like a knife. He shouldn’t look angry, he’s just an over-sized kid.

6) Kang-Yun: Hurry, you dolts! We’ve got to stop them before they reach…

Panel 4. We’re out of the woods (literally). Katara and Sokka are standing side by side. She looks tough and very cool, with her arms folded, wearing a playfully wicked smirk on her face. Even Sokka looks cocky, though he’s still nursing his bad arm. Behind them? A river. A wide, flowing river. (Waaay off in the distance, if you can work it in, let’s see that big tower. And yep, this is the same river Aang started down in the previous chapter--or another branch of that river.)

7) Kang-Yun (off): …the RIVER!

8) Katara: You said you wanted to play?

Page Four

Panel 1. Similar shot. Katara has raised her arms over her head. Behind her, a wall of water has risen high…a tidal wave, suspended only by her will. Sokka has extended his good arm, palm up. Let’s cheat Kang-Yun and maybe one of the other thieves into the foreground of this shot, to see their immediate, shocked reactions.

1) Katara: Let’s PLAY!

2) Sokka: I think we’ll take our stuff back now.

Panel 3. Roopie, Juno and Yoo-Li are all stepping forward to drop stuff at Katara and Sokka’s feet. Roopie is putting the supplies down, Juno drops the machete, and Yoo-Li is offering up his fruit.

3) Juno: Wasn’t sharp enough, anyhow…

4) Yoo-Li: Watch the seeds! Bitter!

Panel 4. Small panel. On Sokka, looking aloof. 

5) Sokka: Aren’t you forgetting something?

Panel 5. Small panel. On Kang-Yun, angry. She’s violently throwing the boomerang in Sokka’s direction (he doesn’t need to be in this shot--the focus is on her).

6) Kang-Yun: Arrrggh!

SFX: FLING

Page Five

Panel 1. Two-shot of Katara (still with arms raised as she bends) and Sokka. He’s casually caught the boomerang in his hand. He smiles proudly.

1) Sokka: Using THIS takes a WARRIOR’S skill!

Panel 2. Kang-Yun has come right up to Sokka and Katara. Kang is 21 flavors of pissed off.

2) Kang-Yun: Don’t think this is over, freaks! 

Panel 3. Close on Sokka and Katara, as he speaks to his sister. They smiled conspiratorially.

3) Sokka: I think our friend here needs a cool-down.

4) Katara: I think you might be right.

Panel 4. Big panel. Overhead shot. Katara has released the tidal wave, and it’s rushing the gang away in a great flood. Thanks to her bending skills, Katara, Sokka, and their stuff are dry--the water is flowing AROUND them. All of the gang members are annoyed, struggling, etc. as the flood carries them off (they’re clearly not drowning). Yoo-Li, however, is floating on his back, happily. This is great fun!

5) Kang-Yun: You haven’t seen the last of--glurrgll!!

6) Juno: Ewww! Water!

7) Yoo-Li: Wheeee!


Page Six

Panel 1. It’s a short time later. The sun is beginning to set, so the sky is purple/orange/whatever. Katara is using her healing powers on Sokka’s arm. She’s concentrating on that right now. Behind them, in the distance, we see the tower. Sokka is looking past Katara, in that direction.

1) Sokka: I think we should hike to the tower. It’s the only landmark for miles around… 

2) Katara: And the most logical place for the others to be headed. Sounds like a plan. Just hold still while I heal your arm.

Panel 2. A moment later, Sokka is flexing his healed arm. Katara is holding their supply bag out to him. 

3) Sokka: Thanks, Katara! I feel like a new man!

4) Katara: Great! Let’s hope you’re a strong one!

Panel 3. Large panel (dialogue-heavy). Night. Big full moon in the background. Stars. Katara and Sokka are climbing up a steep hill, entirely composed of rocks (large and small), at about a 40-degree angle. He’s carrying the bag, and his weapons are…wherever he usually holds them (we might need reference for that). It might be a good idea to make this shot wide enough so readers can see the tower atop the hill. (In other words, it’s okay if Sokka and Katara are small figures or silhouettes in a much larger setting.)

5) Sokka: I think I liked it better when my arm was broken. Less to carry. No climbing. 

6) Katara: Killer thieves. Yeah, those were great times. 

7) Sokka: Ya know, Aang’s the Avatar, he’s GOTTA be okay. Appa’s tough. But Momo…Toph…

8) Katara: Don’t worry, Sokka. Momo’s a wily little guy. And Toph?

Panel 4. Shot of Toph, looking VERY unhappy (big angry, pouty-face), and facing the readers. She’s sitting in a throne-like chair, wearing a fancy--but terribly tacky--dress. She’s also wearing a clunky tiara on her head. And earrings. Momo is perched somewhere on the throne, as well (on the backrest or the arm of the chair). He’s wearing a little red cape with white trim. Lemur royalty. He’s wide-eyed, slightly confused by this turn of events. An old, OLD woman is leaning in to kiss Toph on the top of the head. Her name is Granny Lokai, but that’s not important right now. She’s dressed in rags, MUCH like Chapter Two’s Onku.* 

9) Katara Caption:  “I’m sure Toph’s FINE.”

10) Lokai: There, now! Doesn’t Granny’s little princess look BEAUTIFUL!

11) SFX: smooch

12) Caption: To Be Concluded in Avatar Book 2- volume 4 DVD. Coming soon!
*This all comes together next issue, I promise! 

